How great that you are interested in playing in Orchestra!!              
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You can join the McFarland orchestra simply by signing up to play.  Return the attached information sheet and then rent or purchase an instrument and you are in the orchestra!!!  It’s as simple as that.   

It is best to sign up now, but you can sign up anytime this summer or at the start of the school year.  Parents will need to take their child to Ward-brodt to get sized for their instrument of choice if you were not in attendance at the String Exploratory Evening (SEE).
Attached is the information that you need to join.

To find out more about the orchestra program check out the orchestra website:

 

mcfarlandorchestra.weebly.com

Contact Leanna Hershey at 838-4500 ext 4732 or 



leanna_hershey@mcfarland.k12.wi.us
Orchestra will begin in August with summer orchestra or 

September if you are not available in August. 
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Mrs. Hershey hopes to see you 








“fiddling around” soon. 

To: Fourth Grade Students and Parents

From: Mrs. Leanna Hershey, 
McFarland Orchestra Teacher 


leanna_hershey@mcfarland.k12.wi.us 

mcfarlandorchestra.weebly.com

Date: May 2015
Greetings from the orchestra room at Waubesa Intermediate School. 

WHEN ORCHESTRA MEETS
Fifth Grade Orchestra: Orchestra will meet during the school day.  Students will have one 30 minute small group instruction time and one 30 minute full orchestra time each week.   
CONCERTS

We give two formal concerts each year and one or two informal concerts as well. 

Fifth grade students will be coming home with a weekly “practice/information sheet.”  This practice sheet will give you information regarding what to practice, concerts, and aid you in keeping track of practice time.  Please ask to see the “practice/information” sheet.
SUPPLIES

Instrument – of the correct size
Essential Elements 2000 with CD and DVD, Book 1 (please purchase when you rent the instrument)

Rag / Cloth to wipe off instrument after playing

Pencil, in their case or folder at all times

Violin/ Viola students:  Sponge and rubber band.  Some students may prefer to purchase a different 
sponge or shoulder rest.

Cello students: Rock stop (to hold the instrument on the floor)

Folding music stand (for home use)

INSTRUMENT RENTAL 

Ward Brodt Music Mall - 271-1460 / 2200 W. Beltline Hwy – Madison – Steve Mellin is our rep.
Heid Music – 829-1869 / 7948 Tree Lane – Madison

  Please try to avoid buying an instrument from ebay or Craig’s List as you don’t know what shape it is in.

COMMITMENT
Students are expected to stay with the class for the full year.  Orchestra is a challenging and rewarding class to take.  I have never heard anyone say, “I wish I had never played the cello.”  To be a successful string player the student must practice on a regular basis to build muscle memory and stay positive regarding their continued progress.   I recommend 5 days a week for 10 minutes to start and moving up to 25 or 30 as they progress.  Students need to keep a positive attitude.  This is new and they won’t be perfect to start.

Parents are requested to remain positive and supportive of the sounds that they will hear as we start.  It is difficult to be a beginning string player!  Try to allow students a quiet space to practice.  Encourage your student as much as possible to practice and play “concerts” at home for family. 
Some frequently asked questions regarding orchestra.

1. Do I have to have previous experience?  No.  The purpose of the orchestra program is to teach you how to play the violin, viola, or cello from the very beginning.  You will be amazed at what you learn. 

2. What does it cost?  You will need to rent or purchase an instrument.  You will also need to purchase the book that we use, and a music stand is highly recommended.  

3. Where do I rent or purchase an instrument?  

Ward-brodt Music - 271-1460 / 2200 W. Beltline Hwy – Madison – Steve Mellin is our rep.
Heid Music – 829-1869 / 7948 Tree Lane - Madison
4. Is it important to have the right size instrument?  YES.  This is very important when learning to play a string instrument.  The instrument is sized to fit the student, no matter how big or small.  Whatever instrument you choose to play, we will find the right size for you.  As you grow we will trade instruments.

5. When does orchestra practice?  The orchestra practices during the school day for 2 half hour sessions each week: one large group and one small group instruction with like instruments.  

6. Will I have to practice at home?  YES!  It is important for string students to practice at home so they develop the correct muscles to play, to be able to read music, and to keep moving ahead. 

7. How long do I have to play in orchestra?   It is recommended that you stay in orchestra for the whole first year to give yourself and your instrument a fair chance.  The orchestra program in McFarland will begin its seventh year in the fall of 2014.  

8. I’m in sports so I don’t have time.  Athletes make great musicians!  You are often good with time management and are developing the physical skills to play. Being in music and sports helps balance your life   

9. Can I purchase a garage sale or “ebay instrument?”  One has to be very careful when purchasing an instrument to make sure that the sound quality is good and will be pleasing to the student.  The first year it is best to rent a quality instrument if possible. 

Do we give a concert?  YES! We give at least 3 concerts during the year.  There may be other opportunities during the year as well. 
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Orchestra Sign up Information

Student Name ___________________________________________




Please write legibly.  (
Which instrument do you intend to play? _____________________


Violin

viola

cello





What size do you need?  

1/4

1/2 

3/4 

4/4


12”

13”

14”


Do you currently take piano lessons?   Yes     No 

Have you played an instrument before?  If yes, which one? ________

Who is your current classroom teacher? _________________________________


(Not necessary if turning in during the summer.)
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Please return by May 29.

Mrs. Hershey will accept them in the summer or fall as well, but it is preferred if we have your information in May.  Thanks.
